Hatchmere Nature
Reserve
An introduction to Hatchmere Nature Reserve
Hatchmere Nature Reserve, owned and managed by Cheshire
Wildlife Trust, is an important part of Delamere’s wetlands.
The meres and mosses were formed towards the end of the
last ice age and have developed into a unique and fragile
landscape within Cheshire. Hatchmere is designated a Site of
Special Scientific interest (SSSI) and a ramsar designated
wetland site of international importance.
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Take a walk along this delightful trail and enjoy a variety of
habitats shaped over thousands of years. Wet heathland, wet
woodland, reed beds and drier deciduous woodland all
connect together to provide habitats for specialist and rare
species of plants and animals.

Wet woodland

Over time woodland has grown up around Hatchmere
slowly encroaching on the original mere edge
providing a wet woodland habitat. Trees such as
willow and alder have adapted to damp conditions.
Marsh marigold and the Cheshire rarity saw sedge
can be found growing in woodland glades. These
areas are very boggy and it is advisable to view from
the trail!
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Hatchmere is part of a unique wetland
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Wet heathland
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Lowland heath is extremely scarce in Europe with
England. Heather, bilberry and sphagnum moss form
carpets amongst boggy acidic pools providing habitats
dragonflies. Common lizards can be seen basking on
warm sunny days. The wet heath at Hatchmere is also
home to a shrub called bog myrtle, a Cheshire rarity.
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mere. Wetland birds such as mallard, coot,
moorhen and the iconic great-crested grebe
grace the water with their presence.
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Join Cheshire Wildlife Trust or become a volunteer. Together we
are working for an environment rich in wildlife for everyone.

For more information on what you can do to help wildlife visit:

Local volu ntee rs

Scan here for more information
on Cheshire Wildlife Trust
Image Credits: Vicky Nall, Sean Browne, Phil Corley, Natalie Webb, Ben Hall, Peter Walken.

Reed bed

A swaying backdrop of common reed
surrounds the whole of the mere and
provides nesting and roosting sites for
summer bird visitors such as the sedge and
reed warblers, they are seldom seen but
reeds.

Delamere Dairy is proud to support The Hatchmere Nature Reserve in celebration of its 30th
anniversary having started life in Delamere Forest in 1985. Today Delamere Dairy sells goats’ and
cows’ milk based products across the UK and beyond. www.delameredairy.co.uk
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